@ wood shed

The mess as where migrants b Wood needed chopping to feed the camp’s s e— Hut 65 served the migrant
exchanged their meal tickets for boilers, which in turn delivered the hot : : , camp community as its place
food. Most migrants did du ‘ water to the shower blocks and laundry. i - . of worship and was used by
either the kitchen or the servi i : Behind the wood shed was a small sk several denominations — Russian
diningarea; The food that was served : : pedestrian gate to Kilfeera Road. Here a .
s described as very basic. Many |¥3 Polish-Jewish man would come one day
migrants remember collecting their . . per week, selling foods to the migrants
food and “improving it” on kerosene g from his little van stocked with delicatessen
cookers in the huts, using herbs P items from the Melbourne Markets. The
and spices, field mushrooms, fried i Kilfeera roadside was also a car parking :
: area for the camp because there was no : . £ priest, Fr Fe
space inside the camp grounds. N : celebrated a Po
B the camp on Sunda g
women used to decorate the
altar depending on the occasion.

e Airfield Control - : (| ‘ : 4 The sacristy and the priest’s
Tower = . 7 v - L sable at

ps this was the
migrants aspired t
k as camp staff.

the rear of this hut.

Here was the fenced boundary of

the former camp, where the airfield
began and a control tower stood. The
remnants of an asphalt basketball
court, which was also here, can still be
recognised today.

@ Kindergarten and Créche

This hut provided childcare to the children of migrant mothers without
a breadwinner, so they could work their shifts at the nearby factories,
Latoof and Callil (clothing) and Renold Chains. The Benalla camp

was specifically suitable for hard-to-place migrants; single mothers,
widows, and wives who were separated from their husbands as part

of their two-year work obligation to the Australian Government. At

any one time about a third of the camp residents were made up of
supporting mothers.

@ vouth Club
(Creative Leisure Centre)

Many of the camp residents lived here for years and as a result, many
children who were born at the camp also came of age here. In the
1960s, Guido van der Staal was employed to run programs in an effort
to keep the camp’s cohort of teenage children occupied and out of
mischief. Music programs, drama performances, outside play and
chess were all part of the activities. Former residents who remember

the Youth Club (including a Boys Club) say they loved it. e Benalla Aerodrome School

These two significant huts 63 and 64 are the L
buildings an rein A a, to remain st - ot , - — -3
State S¢hool SS 4651 opened in November 1949 when the Department - = e ISY = lr M |
of Immigration provided four huts to the Department of Education - one — e .gﬁi‘m n
to be'used as a dwelling for the head teacher and the other three, each IR A N = : o E
partitioned, for classrooms. Enrolment as at 9th July 1951 was 1

In mmuﬂm:d‘cﬂ 1963 Benalla East Primary School Ummmz S,rmﬁmﬁ 6._ :.J_m. e Store Hut

children of the camp and the camp school closed. The school buildings

were also used for Adult English language classes at night. The adjacent The store hut is where the camp residents came to collect their
weekly change of towels and bed linen.
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@© Main Gates

About 60,000 Eurcpean migrants entered through these gates in the

camp's 18 years of operation.

Most migrants arrived via the Bonegilla Migrant Centre and travelled
to Benalla by train. Benalla locals were fascinated by the foreign-
looking people in strange clothes getting off the train and walking
with their suitcases along Carrier Street and Bridge Street on their
way here.

Because the camp was administered by the Immigration
Department, the grounds were Commonwealth property and
different rules applied. The gate was patrolled and one could only
enter with permission.

© well cover

With its odd protru
shape, the domed
concrete well cover to
your left was frequently
used as a photo point
for the migrants.
Behind it are the
peppercorn trees that
also date back to the
migrant camp days.
Both are mentioned

n the State Heritage
Listing as significant
objects.
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© supervisor’s Qffice

This hut was the first stop for newcomers to the camp. Here migrants
completed their paperwork and were allocated a room. Larger family
groups were often split up, as every room in a hut only housed two
people and it was rare for several adjoining rooms to be vacant at the
same time. The camp supervisor would inform migrants upon arrival
about arrangements that had been made for their employment at the
nearby Benalla factories.

° Soccer Ground

The land at the front of the Benalla Migrant Camp, to the left of the
gates, was used as a soccer ground from the early days of the Benalla
Migrant Camp. The Benalla Rovers Soccer Club was officially formed
at Benalla Migrant Camp in 1954. Teams were made up from many
nationalities and soccer was a big part of the camp community.
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@© Hospital

The camp hospital provided
the camp residents with
basic medical care such

as immunisations and
postnatal care. Dr John
Alexander, one of the two
doctors responsible for the
migrant camp residents,
explained in 2012 that the
migrant camp hospital “was
more equipped to deal with
convalescence.”

Dr Alexander remembered

a small number of beds.
When his work at the camp
required him to do a “house
call”, he had to enter via the
main camp gates to be let in
by the guards — something
they “were not too fond of

n

doing after hours”.

@ camp Director’s Residence
and Qffice

The Camp Director was the Department of Immigration appointed
head of the camp. His residence and adjoining office were, where
rent was payable. As part of the rent, meal and linen tickets were
collected by the migrants. This building was where mail was
delivered and then collected by the migrants.




